
Stump the deacon:  I noticed that sometimes during Mass we recite the Nicene Creed and other times we 
recite the Apostles’ Creed.  Why the change? 

The revised Roman Missal now gives permission to use either creed during Sunday Mass.  However, the 
normal routine is to use the Nicene Creed during most of the year and the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and 
Easter time.  The reason for this is that the Apostles’ Creed is more associated with baptism.  During Lent and 
Easter time, the elect are preparing for baptism, and many will be baptized at the Easter Vigil.  The Nicene 
Creed is more associated with the Eucharist. 

According to the General Instruction of the Roman Missal,  The purpose of the creed “is that the whole 
gathered people may respond to the word of God proclaimed in the readings taken from Sacred Scripture and 
explained in the homily and that they may also call to mind and confess the great mysteries of the faith by 
reciting the rule of faith in a formula approved for liturgical use, before these mysteries are celebrated in the 
Eucharist.  The Creed is to be sung or said by the priest together with the people on Sundays and solemnities. 
It may be said also at particular celebrations of a more solemn character” (paragraphs 67 and 68). 

According to EWTN, Substituting for the Creed, “The Creed may not normally be omitted on any Sunday 
Mass except as indicated below: 

 During the Easter Vigil and on Easter Sunday (but not on other Sundays of Easter Season), the 
renewal of baptismal promises and sprinkling with holy water replaces the Creed. 

 This is to emphasize the traditional connection of Easter Sunday with baptism and because the 
profession of faith is included in the baptismal promises. 

 Likewise, whenever baptism or confirmation is celebrated during Mass the profession of faith is 
omitted because the baptismal promises are either made or renewed during the rite.” 

 
According to liturgical guidelines, neither creed is proclaimed on most weekday Masses, except on solemnities 
such as, on holy days of obligation, the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, and the feast of St. Peter and Paul.   
       


